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THE FIRST BLOW---THE RUSSIAN OFFENSIVE
Thc (j rea test Allicd Victory Since

French Warfare Began.Why the
Germans Stripped thc Eastern

I .ine for the Verdun Attaek
.The RiKssian Drive
On a Wide Front.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of "Thr Great War."

,rr!y military aide too littlo is'
o preat Russian offensive

whal its ultimate effect will he.
.his article is written.

St the Russians have captured
tome 115,000 prisoners, an enormnus

arms, puns and munitions. have
r LutariCa Pubno and Busaczs andi

have entered, or are about to enter, Czer-|

Ifeasured by miles the Russians have
ed in places above thirty-five mile?

lim to have reached the Zlota Lipa
The takinp of Dubno and

marks the return to Russia of the

ilhynian trianple, of which
:..; .. r wai lost. From this trianple

the Russiana in Aupust, 1914, launched
their preat drive. which in the first days of

led in the collapse of Austria'a
ar.d the fall of Lefnhorp. Not until

reached the farpathians and

majec were they halted, and not un-

¦an offensive at the Duna
¦' than a year apo, did the tide'

The Allie*' GreMeit Victory.

1 that the Russians
.he preatest victory on the Alliedl

Cfl the trench warfare bepan. It
ideraMe sucoess on either,

lince the battle of the Dunajec, and
a final demonstration that trench
an be broken and the deadlock at

ly interrupted under cer-

.ain circumstances. We have fll
examine these circumstances and then to

ler the possible consequences of the

peration.
fairly elear that the Russian attaek

-ed at the weakest point in the
rman line after there had been

a larpe and patent ly unwise strippinp of

this line for reasons that are elear. Away
,.t the bepinninp of the war Wl

..an armies were unable to stand

linst Russian, when they were not

-. and Btiffened by (ierman con-

\\> saw ' "i? consist-
succcs&ful from the frontier to the
f the Hunparian Plain and ever a

| r.early nine months.

Troop* for Verdun.

:",ans had reorpanized the

.an armies and put German corps in

¦army group the Russian tide first

bed But when the

t.ermans decided to attaek Verdun in

... runv elear that they drew

.he whole eastern front larpe con-

They drew heavily upon the

Austrian ;»rrrries south «>f the Pripct
marshes. The troops thus drawn wero

lt in at Verdun immediately. They
were concentrated in front of the British,
the German belief being that an attaek:

npon the French would provoke the Brit-
a counter-offensi

the time thi were drawn out

of the eastern lines ..¦ Rui y eould

. the ft. a the sonditions
|S and the weather made opera*

.rr.possible. For at lea* three monthsj
.< rmans could count upon rest and

,,n the M within that time

il was always necessary that they should

bring their Verdun operation to a success-

16. In a small way this was to be

compared with the opening phase of the

vhen the Germans turned their main

apainst Franee and lct't only minor
with the Russians.

Thinning the Line.

vn far thty have failed before Verdun

v failed at the Marne. Hut mean¬

time as the Verdun operation has contin¬

ued to absorb men they have been com-

to draw from in front of the British
those troops that had been oripinally
.irawn from the east. It is elear now that

.. no sueh eoneer.tration in froi
the British as there was in February.
Many thousands of troops have been used

up slong the Mcubb and, after more than

three months Verdun is itill holdinp out

fully.
A little later. having temporarily failed

at Verdun, the Germans persuaded their
Austrian allies to draw still more troops
out of the east and turn them npainst the
Italians. This rxplains the oripinal suc-

eess of the Austrian drive apainst the
Italians between the Brcnta and the
Adipe.
But the situation had now arrived for

which all the Allies have been waitinp for

weeks. One portion of the lines of the

Central Powers wa* so thinly held that

an attaek eould be made with every prom-

I Buceess. The Austrians had passed
the marpin of safety, relyinp. it is elear.

upon the marvellous system of intreneh-

mentfl which they had constructed alonp
their front from the Pripet marshes to

.l .¦ r.umanian boundary.

Bru»»iioff Strike*.

What the Russians did remains some-

what obecure. Apparently diaearding the

now familiar attaek upon a narrow front

after lonp artillery preparation, they at-

alonp a very wide front. much

more than a hundred mile.-. as eompared
with less than twenty in the Ghampapne
attaek and rather lcr*s than ten in the

IH operation. Their peneral direc-

tion* of attaek were north from Rowno

Along the Kiev-Kovel railroad. with the

fortress of Lutsk as a first objective;
alonp the Rowno-I.emberp railroad.

with Dubno as an ob.ieetive; northwest

alonp the Odessa-Lemberp railroad from

pol toward Lenberg, and, finally,
BOUth across the Pruth. with I'zerr

in Bukowina, as an objective.
We know that the tirst phase resulted

la a 6urpnsing collapse of the Au6triae,

lines, not .vtrjwhtrt, hut at a numl'rr of

points. Tho collapse of the Punajcc nrm\

alone, |gg| year, resulted in (hc- retreat "r

all tho Ruasian armios, |,ut in tho present
operat ion thern was a parlial or complet.'
collapse on tho part of three t,r four

armios, with tho result that tho Austrian
line was tran formed. to uae tho fipuro of
a map, from a solid to a dottasd line, thc
dots reprosontinp portions of thp line tha'
still hrl.l. thp breaks between tho paps
throuph which Russian armiea penetratp.l.

Austrian Line Broken.

Thus north and south of Dubno the lilM
was broken, I.utsk fell and the Austria*

were compellcl to rlraw out of Dubno to

i-scape being surrounded. The same thinp
happoned at other points, the Rus:-ian

wave rollinp forward not evenly, bui ¦

the tide sweeps up alonp a broken shore,
followinp indentations and haltinp before

projections.
This process is still golnp forward. We

do not know whether tho Austrians have
succeeded in drawinfr what is left of their
armies out of the wreck and reestahlishin/
a line. We do know that at several points,
notably north of Lut.sk and southwest of

Pubno, German counter attacks have be

gun, but they do not seem to have resulted
in any permanent cheek to the main Rus¬

sian wave.

To study what may happeri it il
.-ary to turn back to two parallels. .V

the outset of the war two Russian armies.

one command.'i! by Rrussiloff, who now

eommands all the Russian armies in thi*

proup, entered Galicia. or>» cminp alonp
the Rowr.o-I.emberp railroad from the

fortresscs of the Volhynian trianple. the

other cominp northw. (

I.embere line.

Lemberg; Nertt.

On thi.* ocea.*ion the Austrian armies

endeavored to stand a few mile* west of

the point that the Russians ha>r

r«-aehed and before the city of Lcmbcrp.
I'hey uere defeated and routed; in the

weeks that followed not less than 801

prisoners were cr.ptured. and the R

hold cn the majo.- portion of Galicia was

not shaken for manv months. If the Ru.;

.-*ian advance eontimfCS for another week.

the two armies w.ll pn baMy be Standing
I old batti-3 p-ound of Septemi er.

;, B | will be m deedly periL
In the I1 II i SBip

pierced the Ku-.-.an army whieh faced,

west and stood alonp the Punajec. So

contpletely was this army destroyed tha»
the whole flank and rear of all the Rus-
tian ennies In Galicia wero nncovered,
and it was Impossible for tlu1 Russians to

make s luceessfu] reeoncentratioo of their
ennies which could hold until they reached
their present linei, several months later.

iri armies wero

able to make a temporary itand at thc-
San, le.*s than fifty miles behind the Duita*
jer, and to draw the wiecks of their de¬
feated corps and their artillery out of

Galicia.
[| is too soon to say whether the Aus¬

trians will be able to make a reeonccntra-

tion between the frontier and Lemberg,
althouph it i* elear that German attacks
north of the Pripet marshes and even a

little ,-outh from the direction of Kovel
are alrea iy being made. with the hope of

relievinp tho pre*sure upon the Galician

armies and recallinp Russian troops to

the threatened points. By the time this

article is printed it should be possible to

tell whether the Russian advance has

*pent its force or not. If it is still poinp
on at the present rate, I.emberp will prob¬
ably fall and Galicia be reconquered as

THE GALICIAN FRONT.

The two black lines inclose Ihe territory regained by the Russiiins.

far Bl the line of the San and the Car
pathians.

It* th« Raaaian advance in Galicia
rea-hrs and pa.-ses Lemborp, then the ef¬

fect upon the German lines tfl the north.

from the the G M ot

orill be unmistakable. Juit bi the

Carj athiai
wrre aek when the

Dunajee army eollapaed; juat aa the War-

;rmy had tfl rctne when '

armios had been driven back njKM Luhlin.
the (ierman armiea wi!l hau*
from the Dwir.a to the Niernen, ar.

ceivably to the Yistri'a, tfl I

taken in the rear by tho Ru .¦ armiea,
orhicl incing in the south.

The German Map Destroyed.
Thi .' W'.uld mean the surrender

,'f' all the territory now

held by tr.p (iermans in the east; it w*-, i!d

mean that a halanee between Russian

te-sritory hold bj* the Germani
trian territory he!d by the Russian.*
would be almost struck and the German
claim tn make a "vi*¦. n the

of tho map would L In
i. the whole situation in the east

in a wholly
^unexpacted Cai.

This, of course, is on'y on the political
*ido. On the military side, by retiring
tho Gerrrrans would shorten their lines
very materially, and standinp behind the
Xiemeri and Vistula and the San. and
alonp tho Carpathians south of Przemysl,
whieh eould come back into the bulletins,
they would have an easier line to defend
and one whieh would offer pravo diffieul-
ties to th" invader. Thero would bo no

immediate. perhaps no eventual, peril for

jthe Germans of sueh an envelopment as

threatened tho Russians fur so many
weeks last summer.

The Politicnl Peril..
But for political reasons the Germans

must desire to avoid this reeoil. They are

in the position of N'apoloon in his last

i-ampaipn in Germany; they aro con-

demned to hold long and danperous line?
Iieeause of the political consoquences of

rctreat and the surrender of eonquored
territory. Napoleon had to fear, what

happened, the entrance of Austria; Ger¬

many has to fear a complete change in the
Halkan situation, and the probable enlist-
ment of Rumania, if she has to confes*

defeat by any considerable relinquishment
of conquered territory.

.re turning to examine the political
squenees of continued Russian BUC*

iio*iro to mention very bnefly the

..,. .: ,. ieems to exist now. B»-ar in

mind that henceforth the whole field of the

war in Kurope must be viewed as a unit.

In the winter of 1918 Germany, having
feiled to break tho Angio-French lir.es and

Win the war. eould po ea.*' and build up

ber eampaign against Ru.*-ia because she

knew that the r rench anrl British would

S ready for many monthfl to attaek

her. This explains her preat drive into

i, whieh had reached tta maximum
of succete before the Allied drivi

('hampapr.e and Artois eould be bepun.
But now if th- Germans drew any

<le number of Uroops from thfl
rn tO the eastern front it ls eertain that

the British k from the .^"mrne to

a. They aro now ready to make this
-.. They have not less than 1,J

troops where they had little more than a

fifth of this number a year ago; they ha\e

big guns and ammunition. and they have
had I very long time to prepare. Nothing
:s more eertain than that the withdrawal
of any number of German divil
tho western front will be by a

terrifte British offensive, exactly like the
¦reeent Russian dnve, and tielivertd un*

Lemberg Faces Deadly Peril.The
German Map of "Victorious
Peace" May He Wholly
Changed.The Field of
War as a Unit.The

Decisive Phase.

Copyright 1916. The Tribune Ass'n.

der conditions similar to those which made1

the Russian drive successful.
On the other hand, if tho Austria*

.draw back troops from the Italian front.

as is reported to have been done. then the
Italians are bound to attack. not in the

iTrentino, but alonp the Isonzo, where they
have been preparinp for more than a year.
Even a slipht advance at this point would

take them to the rear of Trieate and

threaten the whole waterfront of Austria-

Hunpary.
Finaily, if the Central Powera draw any

ipart of their slender forces out of the

Baikans it il certain that the Allies in
iea will attack tho Bulparian*. and

¦.,-eedinply likely that the Bnlgariani
will very quickly tire of fiphtinp tho

I'riMsh. Krench and Serbs. with a fair
f havinp the Greek.s >.n thoir

hands a; well; for the first --ipn I
r. the part of tho Centrai I' ¦.

boond to bnnp tho Greek Kinp
..lntine cannot prerail up<,n h\< peo¬

ple to remain neutral or.cp the fortune of
A;.- befini tfl mn markcdly in fa
tho Allies.

The "Bif Puah."'

It is clear, then, that thi 'ffon-
titrfl may well be the first step in the "Bif

xpoeted so !onp. Th**
\ are heavily outnurr.

< n all fnmtl BOW. They have weaken.M
themselves on one front to di ta

on two other fronts. Both s

have boen parned and neither 1

in any military achievement of mome-,*.

While S"me ffl Attj -' WOH in

*. and alonp the Italian bound.i

a hiph eaiualtj ha
cn the eastern front, and there has |

partial and p".~siniy a permanent collap:.*
n the part "f

The a-Uiics ha*-e alwaya maintained ihr.

at some time r.ot later than this summer

the Central Powers would have to shorten
their lines or suffer disastcr. It ls too

soon to say that the Galician fighting
demonstrates that this was an accurata
foreeast or constitutes a great disaster.
Certainly it is a tremendous defeat, but w«
shall r.ot have to wait long to see whethev*
the Allied propheta have at last been accu-

rate.

Acceptir.g the Allied foreeast for tha
moment, what should now happen is a

withdrawal by the Germans either from
Franee or from all the Russian territory
which they now hold. save only Russiaa
Poland. We may soon see 'he evacuatioa
of Franee ar.d even of Belgium or the re-

treat behind the Niemen and the Vistula.

Evacuation May Follow.
But the first will be acceptei as a tre*

mendous moral defeat al! over the world
and will encourage Franee and Britaia tO
co forward; the second will be a plain in-
vitation to Rumania and Grsees fr, com* in
on the winning side and a diseouragement
to Bulgar and Turk, which may coneeiv-
ably tempt one or both to change sides. for
so far hoth have suffered out of all propor-
tion to anything they expeeted. and th*ir
hope of permanent profit la frowing very
ciim.

On the other hand, we miy see that ih*
Germans will be able to brir.p reservei
Galicia, restore the deadlock. standing be¬
hind the Bug and the Zlota Lipa and at

the same time heat off any British atta- k
in the West, an Italian offensive in the
South or Allied operations in the Balkan*.
Yet even now it is not too soon to say that
we are witnessing what is intended by th»
Allies to be the first move in the MB|g
Push," their supreme effort to win *hi
war.

The Decit'ire Period.

It is my own helief.-and in this I found
ample agreement in Europe.that th<a
present summer will see the decisivo phase
of the present war. I'nless one sidfl or th-»
other wins a substantial victory, unles-j
the Germans are turned out of r ranee and
Belgium, or such a deliveranee Ifl well be¬
gan, I believe the winter will sf-e the be-
ginning of MgOtistJOPI for peace on thi

' '¦" Ifl ftflfl Ml*. I do not belio-.-..
that if the deadlock continues any belliger-
ent will continue to desire war provided

i of territory is *uhed of any
nation. Nor do I believe that any suert

demand will be made if there is no ehang«.
Bul the eagorne** of Germany to maka

peace before tho summer eampaign began,
tho refusal Of the Aliies and the astonisli-
injr sueeees of the Russians in the first op-

must combine to give new hope to
ihe friends of the Allie*. and afford at

¦easonahle ground f -

the French and British do, that they have
to be tho fint move jn the "Big

War and that after Verdun thi
of the war is assured.

The Meaning of Verdun
We begifl tn -09 tho meaning of Verdun

more ,-loarly now. Franee once more

on" the "operativo crner" of the fight.
She accepted and fulfilled the mil ion of
holding the final drive of the Germans to
win a moral victory on the ,.¦ -. gy
holding Verdun for nearly four months
Badef terrifte attaek the French have suc

in preventing the moral victory fo.*
Germany; their work is now aboul done.
[| must he for th- British and the R^<.

to bear the cost in lh*Ofl snd do *h«
main work of the siimmer ampaign.
Franee has fought and won another

if the ruins of the old city of
Verdun should ultimately fail to the Ger-

Vl r'iun may ea*i!y prove to v>e another
Genoa and Petain may have rendered to

ths UHc* exactly the servke that Ma*-

sena rendered to Nepoleea when he held
,!ian town until the victory of Ma-

prepared Cenoa fin.'.ljr
{all, hut lUreswo ssttlsi the war,A


